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Parent   Letter   
April   24,   2020  
 

Thank   you   for   your   support   and   patience   over   the   past   several   weeks   as   our   country   dealt   with   and  
continues   to   deal   with   the   growing   coronavirus/COVID-19   pandemic.    As   you   know,   to   further   safeguard  
Illinois   from   the   spread   of   the   virus,   Governor   J.B.   Pritzker   has   declared   mandatory   school   closures   for   all  
K-12   plus   schools   in   Illinois.   
 
Fear,   uncertainty,   and   being   held   up   at   home   to   slow   the   spread   of    COVID-19   has   been   tough   for   families  
to   keep   a   sense   of   calm.   By   now,   the   structure   of   your   day   is   not   as   it   was   prior   to   March   17th.    Our  
students   more   than   others   thrive   on   a   structured   day.    I   hope   you   have   found   a   “new   structure”   that   works  
for   your   family.    Please   continue   to   reach   out   to   case   managers   and   myself   if   you   are   needing   additional  
resources   and   support.   
 
I   know   there   are   many   questions   that   I   simply   can’t   answer   as   I   write   this   letter   to   letter   today.    Your  
continued   patience   is   greatly   appreciated.    I   encourage   each   of   you   to   email   questions   to   me   and   I   will  
look   into   getting   answers   to   share   with   the   entire   group.   
 
At   this   point,   I   need   to   let   you   all   know   that   our   building   will   be   closed    for   Asbestos   Abatement   May   11  
through   May   22.    When   students   return   in   the   fall,   we   will   have   new   floors   and   ceilings   on   the   south   end  
of   the   building.    This   includes   the   main   office,   hallways,   the   student   break   room   and   Ms.   Starks  
classroom.   I   have   been   in   touch   with   case   managers   to   assist   in   getting   student   personal   items   returned.  
Many   have   already   reached   out   to   you   and   have   delivered   these   items   to   your   home.    I   have   set   aside   the  
dates   for   parents   to   come   to   Eugene   Field   to   pick   up   personal   items.   
 
Myself   and   a   few   other   staff   will   be   on   site.   Supply   pick   up   will   be   in   the   bus   lane   located   on   Maple  
Street.    Please   remain   in   your   car   and   staff   will   bring   student   personal   belongings   out   to   you.   The   majority  
of   items   we   have   in   the   building   can   be   stored   until   the   fall   so   if   you   are   not   able   to   come   we   will   secure  
the   items.  

● Monday,   May   4th:    8:00-12:00.  
● Tuesday,   May   5th:   1:00-4:00.   

 

* Please   maintain   social   distance   when   picking   up   items    Anyone   feeling   ill   or   experiencing   COVID-10   symptoms   should  
make   individual   arrangements   by   emailing   me   at    collinjm@unit5.org    or   calling   309-275-7396  
As   I   told   my   staff,   please   let   me   know   if   you   have   additional   questions.    Please   know   that   you   are   always  
in   my   heart   and   prayers   and   that   holds   true   more   now   than   over.    My   wish   for   each   of   you   this   summer   is  
to   remain   safe   and   healthy.    For   those   who   will   return   in   the   fall,   that   time   can   not   come   soon   enough.  
For   those   who   never   had   the   opportunity   to   say   goodbye.    I   will   provide   an   opportunity   for   that   to   happen  
this   fall.   

I   will   continue   to   provide   updates   as   I   receive   information.    Please   periodically   check   the   Unit   5   website  
and   our   Eugene   Field   website   for   additional   information.  

Sincerely,   
 
 
 

Jane   M.   Collins  
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